LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
as not concurring with him in his views of the subject
that you refer rather to the policy of an early and full
discussion of the question, which he thinks ought to be
fairly met with a view of putting it to rest, than to the
particular opinions he may entertain on the different parts
of the question itself. Lord Redesdale has always been
adverse to a compliance with the Roman Catholic claims,
viz. to what is erroneously and mischievously called
emancipation and to a settled provision for the clergy.
From hearing the subject much discussed and from an
apprehension that the question will certainly be brought
forward in the ensuing Session of Parliament for the pur-
pose of embarrassing the Government, Lord Redesdale
conceives that Ministers must either oppose it by a previous
question or by a direct negative, and I know that his opinion
is that the latter mode is the most eligible. I agree with
you most entirely in hoping that it may not be brought
forward at all, but I fear there are some people so abomin-
ably wicked that they would rather press it upon Parlia-
ment for the very reasons which induce us to deprecate
the discussion. You may possibly have heard of a corre-
spondence between our Chancellor and Lord Fingall
upon the subject. It has been read by so many people
and so much talked of that I was desirous to have copies
of the Letters. It is at all events very fit that you should
see them, and therefore I send them for your perusal, but
I should be glad if you will return them to me at your
leisure, and if you think it necessary to shew them at all
to do so with caution. There is another letter from Lord
Redesdale, but I have not seen it. I cannot help being
rather sorry that the letters, which contain matter very
fit for conversation between persons likely to agree in
sentiment, should have been addressed to Lord Fingall,
who has been considerably embarrassed by the correspon-
dence. He is a very worthy, excellent man and no bigot;
and I have litde doubt that he agrees with many of the
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